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The
President’s
Turn

Happy New Year Fellow
Cometeers. Time has traveled
quickly and we are now well into a
new Comet season. | hope
everyone is ready. The club is in
good shape financially with a
strong membership. | continue to
be amazed at the level of Comet
knowledge and talent we have
among our members.

Don already has a few shows up
on the events schedule. First will
be Charlotte April 4-6. Make your
plans now to attend. Hotel space
becomes scarce the longer you
wait. The Holiday Inn, Executive
Park Blvd. will again be club
central. Details are on the website
or you can email me with
questions. Carlisle is in June and
this year’'s meet with our Edsel
brothers will be July 22-26 in
Hickory, NC.

We are also looking ahead to put
out a 2009 calendar. That is a
special year because it is the 50"
anniversary of the introduction of
the Comet in 1959. In fact, 1959
was a milestone year for all
American automakers. It signaled

a change from the gas guzzling,
chrome and finned behemoths of
the 50’s to more economical cars
with simpler styling. The Rambler
not withstanding, 1959 was truly
the year of the compacts. Four
1960 compacts were introduced,
Comet, Falcon, Corvair and
Valiant. To celebrate this historic
event, the calendar will include all
of these makes with each brand
being featured three times. This will
be a unique Golden Anniversary
souvenir. The club wants to have
this as a fund raiser and by
including all the cars we hope there
will be a stronger appeal nationally.
Chris Wolfe is heading up the
committee for the calendar project.
Members who would like to have
their car considered for publication
should submit a CD with photos to
Chris. We want the pictures to be
of high quality so it will help to have
them done in high resolution (600
dpi +) featured with a nice
background. Deadline for pictures
is May 31.

This will be a busy year and | hope
to see you at the shows.

Bill Adams




Happy New Year!

Did you all see that 64 Comet on Barrett Jackson? It sure
would be nice if someone in the club had got that one. There
was also a 69 Cyclone 428 SCJ that was listed as one of
three built. It looked like one that came to Charlotte with us
in the spring of 2003. Both were very nice cars. It's great to
see our cars getting some attention. I'm not sure whether it
helps or hurts the average hobbyist. | guess it depends if
you're buying of selling.

We have lots of good stuff in this issue. Especially a great
tech article on alignment by Dick Harrington, and a profile of
Sam & Connie Mullins’ 65 Caliente and his adventures in
making it come to life. | hope they'll be able to make it to
Charlotte this spring. | sure want to see that car and meet its
owners.

| really appreciate everyone that sends in their stories. It
makes us feel closer to our fellow enthusiasts even if we
can’'t meet them in person. We know everyone can't make
the shows but it is nice when they can. We get to hang out
and talk about our cars and enjoy the fellowship of like-

Comet For Sale

| have a 1960 2 door Comet with automatic. | gfitatn a
estate sale in Greensboro North Carolina. Thescamprojec
car. | bought it because | did not want to seefitup or
destroyed. These old cars are getting hard toainso many
were crushed. | would like to find someone who widu
interested in it as a project. The car is titled gam when |
parked it. It is complete and needs a home whesevilued.
| would like to know if there might be someone wuy club
or might knowof someone who might be interested. The car
is located on our farm at 1060 Cherry Grove Road,
Yanceyville NC 27379. Our phone number is 336-42173
| have attached two pictures.

Thank You

Robert Jameson

minded people. So | hope some new folks will join us at an
event this year.

Speaking of shows, it won't be long till the season starts
for Comet East at the AutoFair in Charlotte (April 3-6,2008
at Lowes Motor Speedway). Be sure to contact President
Bill Adams to get in on the Free Tickets. Also hotel spaces
fill up quickly so reserve a room soon if you're planning to
go. The same philosophy regarding hotel rooms applies to
the All Ford Nationals at Carlisle (June 6-8, 2008 Carlisle,
PA). If you're thinking about going this year and haven't
made a reservation, do so soon. Also, when you register
for the show, (Carlisle Events 1000 Bryn Mawr Rd Carlisle,
PA 17013 phone 717-243-7855 or online at:
http://www.carsatcarlisle.com/) be sure to list Comet East
as your car club. We get points for having members
register. 25 Registered members will get the club a fee
20X20 tent to use as our HQ.

Rock and Roll
Tom Wooley

From 8/1/2008 to 12/31/2007

Beginning Balance $920.8:
Petty Cash $123.00
Stamps ($9.00)

New Members & Dues  $125.00 $239.0(

New members and Du $1,075.01
Sale of Shirts and Hats $89.0(
50/50 Raffle $38.0(
Trophy & Door Prizes ($267.13
Newsletter & Stamy ($988.81
Memorial Donation ($75.00
Ending Balance $1030.8:

Respectfully Submitte
Gert Girard, Treasur




Dear Comet East:

Enclosed you will find photos of our pride and joy.
This 1965 Comet Caliente has taken" front and c&

for the past three years. The rebuild has beee qnit
adventure! You see, Sam and | have always wanted to
restore a car. So when we decided to do one, Sam
wanted a 1965 Comet. That's the model he drove
when he returned from Viet Nam. We started with a
rusty specimen Sam found in Memphis. He put it on a
rotisserie andlismantled it into zip lock bag¥he

body was repaired, media blasted and placed in
primer.

We chose our colors, teal green with white interéord designed the car of
our dreams. The interior was quite a task thatdefthands blistered and
bloody. Tying buttons by hand (ouch). Sam decidefihish the car with a
tribute to POW/MIA's and had the tradition@bon symbol embroidered in
the door panels.

With the interior wrapped in plastic, Sam went bsxkhe body repair.
While looking for parts, he found another CometCalifornia. So, off he
went to buy another car. On the way to Califorréshlad a slight accident,
$10,535 damage to his Chevy Duramax. But he wootda detoured from
his goal! So he rented a UHAUL box truck to retaehis prize and left his
truck in Williams, AZ. When he saw the car he krigig was the one! The

California car was in great shape and straighbheaslay she rolled off the
assembly line. So, he loaded her up behind the UHARH headed home. On
the way home he met with the insurance agent anati@ed for his truck to be
sent home for repairs. After one flat tire on ttaglér and the bank putting a stop
on the use of our ATM/Credit cards (abnormal attivioted), the restoration
was on and the first specimen became a parts donor.
Now, | know that everyone that has ever restoredrdnas a tale of frustrati,
anxiety and lots of cash. But, we have had a diffitme with the painter's fits
and having to set up the upholstery shop in ouelnast to get the job done. It's
a long and exhausting story! | have threatenedhte lthe garage blessed or
exercised to rid this car of the bad karma! But Sgnwhat he had to do to get
the car into its current condition. He has polishadfed and tweaked every nut
and bolt on this 42 year old beauty. She reallythaged into a ROAD DIVA.
We are very proud of the results (as all car owaee$ and would like to share
her with the club.

Sam and Connie Mullins
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This was the first year for the Carolina Open Rod and
Antique Car Show. It was held at Boone Hall plantation
December 7th and 8th. This 300-year-old plantation is
a working horse farm, In addition, it has about 10 well
preserved slave quarters on the grounds. As most
things are around Charleston, the atmosphere was very
relaxed and casual. There was a good mix of
customized and antique cars, about 250 in all. Retired
NASCAR champion, Ernie Ervin made an appearance
on Saturday by flying in on a helicopter and landing in a
nearby horse pasture. He spoke at the awards
ceremony and thanked everyone for participating in the
show. Proceeds from the show went to help his charity
foundation that aids victims of traumatic head injuries.
My 65 convertible took a top 3 honor in the 1960-69
Original category. | didn't make too much of winning a
trophy as there was an abundance of categories and
almost everyone took away an award. However, it's
always nice to win something and | was grateful.
The weather couldn't have been better. It was 80+
degrees and sunny all weekend. In fact, coming home
on Sunday, | drove the 120 miles with the top down and
taking the back roads all the way. This was a great end
to the show season for me.

Bill Adams

Bill parked his car next to this cool roadster. Just as
good, catch the presenters that gave him the trophy.
Good Job Bill!

Ed

Mike Brogan Reports The Result Of Last Summer'seE88" Celebration In Dearborn, Ml

Greetings from high atop the Circle “E” Ranch,

Well 2007 has come to a close and what a year it's
been. As everyone well knows we celebrated tiffe 50
anniversary of the Edsel this summer in Dearborichigan.
Nearly two hundred cars and five hundred peoplmfiice
world over took part. We had many surprise visitoom
Edsel division history as well as some well-knowtks.
Mr. Edsel Ford sent an emissary from Lincoln-Meyctar
speak at the banquet in his stead.

Successful doesn’t begin to describe the operation
The many activities we sponsored were full up al agethe
banquet. The occasional showers throughout th&emnele
could not dampen the enthusiasm of the gatheredghof
Edsel and Comet fans. People of every age anlli thiea
clubs represented helped with their volunteer &ffevery
step of the way. As most of you know this was aitdlale
event. Any and all profits were donated to Hospice
Through all of the above aforementioned effortsweee

able to present Hospice with a check for over $61@0We
had a great deal of press both international acal khat
helped put the Edsel and the anniversary in aigedight.

Though it is impossible to thank everyone thapbdl
it is important that we recognize a couple of indipals
without which | probably would have hung myseltlie barn
last spring. Paula Hardison, the IEC Secretaryimzsuable
with her expert accounting and organizational skilith out
which | would still be working my abacus. Also Des
Majors of Michigan was a major (no pun intendedhnsybe
a little) mover from the meet’s inception over fiyears ago.
That's right, five years was how long this washa planning,
nurturing and execution stage. In closing | justhato add tha
it was my honor to have been allowed to play a ipettie
celebration and | hope to see you all at th& i7 ot next
summer in the Carolinas.

Edselly yours




Front End Alignment

This article has appeared in Legendary Ford magazin e and
the National Falcon News. It is reprinted here by

permission of the author.  Ed.

Does your Falcon/Comet have a mind of its own as far as
what direction it wants to head in? Maybe its time for a
front end alignment! Understanding what's involved in an
alignment will better prepare you for seeking a qualified
professional that can get your baby tracking straight and
true.

Can it Be Aligned?

Before you head out to get an alignment done, it is
imperative that you have all of the front suspension and
steering parts in good working order. The Falcon/Comet
front suspension consists of an upper control arm, lower
control arm, coil spring, spring saddle, front strut rod and
a shock absorber. The steering consists of upper and
lower ball joints, tie rod ends, adjusting sleeves,
centerlink, drag link and a steering gear box. Each of
these parts can wear out do to many miles of roads well
traveled and lack of maintenance (called an annual
grease job). Lets review each part and what can wear
out.

Upper Control Arm (also called an A arm) — the upper
control arm pivots up and down on a shaft. That shaft
threads into two large nuts, the nuts then thread on to the
upper control arm. The threads on the shaft wear out,
the first sign of wear is the squeak or groan during
suspension travel. The shaft can be grease to increase
its service life.

Lower Control Arm — the lower control arm pivots up
and down on a bushing, just below the motor mount.
Typically the bushing is an inner and outer steel sleeve
that encapsulates rubber. Over time the rubber
deteriorates and the bushing should be replaced,

Coil Spring - Transfers the weight of the car to the
upper control arm. It sits in the shock tower and is
attached to the upper A arm by a spring saddle. Coll
springs get weak with age and if the car has noticeable
sag they may need to be replaced.

Spring Saddle — Attaches the bottom of the coil spring to
the upper control arm. It contains a pivot assembly that
allows the coil spring to stay seated on top of the upper A
arm during suspension travel. Early Falcons/Comets
(1960-63) had greaseable bronze bushings in the spring
saddle. Latter models switched to steel bushing with
encapsulated rubber. The bronze bushing type will wear
out and the encapsulated rubber ones will deteriorate.
The bronze bushing type should be greased to increase
its service life.

Front Strut Rod - Attaches to the lower control arm and
the front frame cross member. On early Falcon/Comets
the strut rods are adjustable; sometime in 1964 the strut

By Dick Harrington

rods became un-adjustable. There are large rubber
bushing at the front of the of the strut rods that
deteriorate over time.

Shock Absorber — Runs through the center of the cail
spring and attaches to the top of the shock tower and on
the lower end to the spring saddle. They wear out with
age and miles.

Upper and Lower Ball Joints — The ball joints tie the
upper and lower control arms to the spindle. Age, dirt
and rough roads wear out ball joints. Ball joints should
be greased at each oil change.

Tie Rods — A self-explanatory name, tie rods tie the
spindles to the steering box, so the wheels can steer. A
tie rod is really another ball joint. There are four tie rods,
an inner and an outer on each side of the car. Age, dirt
and rough roads wear out tie rod ends. Tie rod ends
should be greased at each oil change.

Adjusting Sleeve - A threaded hollow sleeve that ties an
inner and outer tie rod end together. It is threaded to
allow adjustment. There is one on each side of the car.
Centerlink — A long steel rod that ties the inner tie rods
to each other. It also fastens to the pitman arm on the
steering gear box and to the drag link.

Drag Link — This supports the centerlink on the
passenger side of the car. It contains a bushing that
allows a shaft within the drag link to pivot as the vehicle is
turned. The bushing can wear out with age.

Steering Gear Box - This is what converts your rotary
steering wheel motion into linear motion to shift the
wheels left or right. It contains bearings, gears, and steel
balls. Each of these parts can wear out with age. There
is grease in the steering box that should be checked
every 20 years or so!

Before paying for an alignment you should have a
qualified automotive technician check all of the
suspension and steering components for wear.
Absolutely no way can an alignment be done if any one
of the above-mentioned parts is worn out.

Understanding the Alignment Process

When a Falcon/Comet is aligned, four areas are checked
and adjusted if necessary. The four areas are:

Camber — Camber is the angle of the tire to the road.
Negative camber leans the tire in at the top (towards the
motor) and Positive camber leans the tire out (away from
the motor). The object of camber is to keep the tire tread
flat on the road. A sign that camber is not adjusted
properly is the inner or outer edge of a tire wearing faster
then the rest of the tire. Camber is adjusted by placing
shims behind the bolts that attach the upper control arm
to the shock tower




Front End Alignment
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Passenger side front suspension looking from the front. 1963 Falcon with Granada Disc brakes.

Caster — Caster is the angle of the upper and lower ball
joints to each other. Positive caster leans the top of the
upper control arm towards the driver (in relationship to
the lower control arm). Negative caster leans the top of
the upper control arm away from the driver. A little
positive caster will help the steering wheel return to
center after a turn is completed. Too much positive
caster will increase steering effort. Caster is adjusted by
placing shims behind the bolts that attach the upper
control arm to the shock tower. When adjusting caster
and camber it is desirable to have each side of the car
similarly adjusted. A vehicle that pulls in one direction is
likely due to differences between each side.

Toe — Toe is the angle of the front wheels to each other.
Zero toe would mean that the front wheels are parallel to
each other and aligned with the rear wheels. Toe-in
means that the fronts of the tires are turned slightly
towards each other. Toe-out means the fronts of the tires
are turned slightly away from each other. Toe is
adjusted by rotating the adjusting sleeve between the
inner and outer tie rod ends on each side of the vehicle.
Centered Steering Wheel — When going down the road

it is nice to have the wheel facing straight when the car is
going straight. This is done by rotating the adjusting
sleeves between the inner and outer tie rod ends on each
side of the vehicle. This is considered by most

technicians to be part of adjusting toe.

The Alignment

A modern alignment is done on a pretty sophisticated
piece of equipment. The alignment machine makes use
of a computer, lasers and photo optics to precisely
measure your wheel locations in reference to each other.
A typical alignment machine will cost upwards of $20,000
and required a highly trained and skilled technician to
operate it. It will probably take a minimum of 2 hours to
do the alignment

Your car will be placed on a large rack (lift), each wheel
will be raised and have an alignment head attached.
Each wheel will be rotated with the alignment head to
check each wheel for run out (run out is a measure of
how straight your rims are; Hit any curbs lately?), this is
called compensated. Once each wheel is compensated,
a caster sweep will be done (this involves steering the
wheels in each direction). The technician will now have a




Front End Alignment

read out of your car and can compare it to the vehicle
alignment specifications (this information is stored in the
computer and yes, Falcon and Comet data is there)
Camber and Caster are adjusted first. Since both caster
and camber are controlled by shims behind the upper
control arm, it is a balancing act to get correct. A 1/32”
shim will change either caster or camber about a %2
degree. The process involves loosening the upper
control arm bolts, prying out on the upper control arm and
inserting a shim. The control arm is then tightened and a
caster sweep is redone. This process is repeated until
the vehicle is brought into camber and caster
specification.

After camber and caster are in spec, the steering wheel is
centered and the toe is adjusted to specification.

Potential Issues

Before heading to the alignment rack with my Sprint
hardtop, | replaced all of the potential wear components.
The car was placed on the rack and the alignment was

v\ |/ \
\|/

Caster

begun, the technician (me) could not get a consistent
reading. It was determined that there was a binding in
the suspension someplace. | went back home and
disassembled the suspension and found that | had over
tightened the upper control arm shaft nuts. Returning
back to the rack, again a consistent reading could not
be obtained. In examining the situation, it was
determined that the super heavy duty front coil springs
that were in the car had the tie rod ends at such an
extreme angle that on suspension extension they were
binding up. Returning home again, the front
suspension was disassembled again and the coil
springs were replaced. Back on the rack again and
this time a good consistent camber caster was
achieved. A quick trial run and the car drove nice and
straight, but was a little twitchy on turn in. Back on the
rack again a little more toe-in was added. The car now
steers very nicely and goes down the road nice and
straight.

Camber

Cont'd
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An upper control arm removed from a car. Note the
location of where the shims go to adjust camber and
caster. If your suspension creaks and groans, it is
probably due to lack of lubrication at the upper control
arm shaft bushings.
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Toe

Some of my Falcon/Comet buddies have been turned away
from an alignment shop because the alignment heads
could not be mounted on the rear wheels. The issue is the
quarter panel sheet metal covers up the upper portion of
the rear tire. | had this issue occur on my 63 convertible
and resolved it by lifting the frame of the car to gain
clearance and then mounting the alignment head
horizontally instead of vertically after the wheel was
compensated. The vehicle was then lowered for the
alignment process

Footnote: | work for a technical college and have access
to an alignment rack. | spent at least 30 hours on the rack.
Obviously | am not a highly trained automotive technician!
The Falcon/Comet is a bear to align. You have to get
under the hood to loosen the upper control arm, then, get
under the wheel well to add or remove shims and return to
under the hood to tighten the upper control arm (of course
some of the shims will fall off at this point). This process is
repeated time and again until the specs are met. With
experience, | got my time down to about three hours.




Moving?
Remember to let the club
secretary know if you
change your address,
phone number or email
address. Also let us know
if you get an email
address. You may write
the secretary at the
address on the front
page. You may also
phone or email. Letters,
postcards and email are
best, but the answering
machine is (almost)
always on.

ed.

This is the latest incarnation of our T-shirt with the licensed drawing
by lan Jones (Hot Rod Pencil). Note the Comet East logo on the
small sign to the right. These Haynes heavyweight 50/50 tees do not
shrink. They are available from the secretary for $18 plus S&H in
sizes S, M, L XL & XXL (S & XXL quantity is limited).

Call, Email or write Miss Pat to get yours.

413 Beech Grove Rd
Shepherdsville, KY 40165



