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   The 

Presidentôs 

   Turn 

By Bill  Adams 

Comet East got off to a rousing start of the show season at Lowes 
Motor Speedway in Charlotte the first week in April.  I'll  admit I was just a 
little worried the economy would keep club participation down as well as 
general attendance for the show. But, my apprehension was unfounded. 
It seems that car people, being who they are, will  let nothing come 
between them and other car people. There was no extra stimulus 
package needed to bring out the crowd. 

We have a full  lineup of quality shows this summer. I hope every 
member will  take the opportunity to attend as least one. Our shows 
provide a chance for us to get together as a club. An important 
consideration for me is to make sure everyone feels a connection with 
the club and has a voice in how it is run. I encourage every member to 
contact me with any ideas, comments or concerns. The shows provide 
that opportunity. 

We will  again be at the All  Ford Nationals in Carlisle, PA June 5-7. Then 
July 24-25 will  give the Midwest folks a rare chance to meet when we 
again partner with the International Edsel Club in Omaha. 

The Nifty Thrifty Nineteen Sixties Show in Cleveland is rapidly coming 
together. We need to get registrations in as soon as possible in order to 
get an idea of attendance. Registration forms can be accessed from the 
Comet East website. 

Another matter we are working on is to begin keeping track of the 
number of years each person has been a member. This is a project that 
necessitates going back and reconstructing information from the 
membership rolls. This is not an easy task but we will  include a list of 
names in a future newsletter with the corresponding number of years of 
membership. Club support is very much appreciated and we want to be 
sure our members are recognized. 

Meanwhile, I thank each one of you for your support. I'll  see you at the 
shows, 
                                                             Roll Comets, 

BOD 
Tom Church 
2 Palomino Ct 
Spotsylvania, VA 22553 
540-582-5973 
thechurches@comcast.com 

Don Harding ï Webmaster 
3238 Heathstead Pl 
Charlotte, NC 28210 
704-552-6896 
mercury_s55@yahoo.com 

Richard Harrington 
15725 State Hwy 28 
Delhi, NY 13753 
rharringto2@stny.rr.com 

Bill  



Comet Tech 

Notes and tips form members 

Under Hood Wiring 
I found a source for under hood wiring for 1965 Comet V-8. Upon removing engine from my 65 cyclone to 
freshen engine compartment, I found all the under hood wiring intact but very brittle. I guess 40 plus years 
will  do that. I contacted Pete Girard and he said none available that he knew of. Not one to give up, I went on 
a search and did find a source. ALLOY  METAL makes them but he does not advertise them nor does he sell 
to the public. They can be purchased through: 
PEROGIE ENTERPRISES 
200 CONOVER ROAD 
HIGHTSTOWN, NJ 08520 
PHONE # 1-609-448-5593 [ask for Steve] 
 PART NUMBERS: 65CMT-GF-8 [gauge feed from firewall plug along back firewall out p/s apron to 
solenoid] 
 65CMT-HL [headlamp feed from firewall plug out d/s fender apron down and through radiator support to 
alternator and starter solenoid] 
 These are exact length color codes plugs etc.; an EXACT REPLACEMENT! But only for V-8 cars, none 
are available for 6 cylinder cars for now. Maybe if  there is enough interest they could be made. I actually 
have them in hand and they are perfect plug in and go! No more worrying with 40 plus year old wiring. I just 
wanted to share this info in our newsletter to help other members in need. Just tell Steve that Barry Flood 
sent you his way. 
                                                                                                    Barry Flood 

Reproduction 1963 ï 1965 Four Speed Tunnel Hump 
by Dick Harrington 

If you own an original 4-speed Falcon (or Comet) chances 
are the tunnel hump has corrosion issues. If  you are 
planning on modifying an early Falcon (or Comet) by adding 
a 4-speed you will  be looking for a tunnel hump. The search 
for a tunnel hump has just gotten easier. Dearborn Classics 
has begun manufacturing a reproduction of the transmission 
tunnel hump and it is made in the USA to boot! It is a 
stamped steel exact replica of the original steel hump. Even 
better, it is stamped out of galvanized steel making it 
significantly more corrosion resistant than the original. 

Originals Corrode 
Falcons and Comets are notorious for rusted floors. The 
lower portions of the tunnel humps were quick to rust 
because of the method Ford used to install them. They 
basically hacked out a hole in the existing floor as the 
vehicle moved down the assembly line. The hump was then 
screwed in place over the hole. Unfortunately, enough of 
the original floor was left so a small shelf was left that 
collected road debris. That debris held moisture at the base 
of the hump and corrosion was the result. 
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Reproduction Falcon/Comet 4-speed Tunnel Hump. 



Reproduction 1963 ï 1965 Four Speed Tunnel Hump 
continued 

Tunnel Hump Options 
NOS: Good luck! Used hump: The fact that the tunnels 
corroded so easily has made it difficult  to find a good 
used one. When you do find a good one, they can get 
expensive. Repair of an original hump requires a degree 
of metalworking and welding skill. The shape is complex 
making fabrication of a repair patch difficult.  Fiberglass 
reproduction: A fiberglass replica has existed for many 
years, but it is difficult  to get it to fit  well. 

A repair made to an original tunnel hump. The 
multiple contours make it difficult  to patch. 

Installation  
The new reproduction tunnel hump fits! A perfect 
candidate to try the new Dearborn Classic tunnel hump 
on was an original four speed, V8, 1963 Ranchero. 
The Ranchero is in the middle of a ground up 
restoration. New floors had been installed and the 
original hump had been repaired and was already in 
place. It was a simple matter to unscrew the original 
and replace it with the new reproduction. Each of the 
seven holes was in the correct location. It fits perfectly 
and looks great (too bad it gets covered up). 

A side by side comparison of the Dearborn Classics 
reproduction tunnel hump (left) and an original 1963 
4-speed tunnel hump removed from a 1963 V-8 
Ranchero. 

Three different views of the new Dearborn Classic Tunnel Hump Installed; the view on the left is looking in 
from the drivers door, the center view is looking down from above and the view on the right is looking up 
from below. 

To order call Dearborn Classics (800) 252-7427 or go to www.dearbornclassics.com 
           The Part number is TTH63X and is available now for $149.95. 
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Charlotte AutoFair 

   April 4-5, 2009 
Lowes Motor Speedway 

Top Row: Mark Starcherôs first place winning White 1966 427 Cyclone GT. Middle Row: Left - Gary Averyôs 65 Caliente CV; 
Right - Dave Petersô 1965 Cyclone. Bottom Row: Left ï Jerry Blantonôs Red 66; Right ïMembers Bob & Elaine Brunkhorst 
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More Charlotte AutoFair 

   April 4-5, 2009 
Lowes Motor Speedway 

Friday Night Meet and Greet Trophies 

Terry ñZ-Manò Zimmermann Getting some shade Selma Fifer With òPrezò Timôs car 

Above: Brent Randall, Patrick Sweeney, John Woodward. Below: Chet gets a door prize, Saturday Night Dinner for 25 

5 



Membersô Rides 

Comet East members show and tell 

   Marc and Felicia Spivey of Hustonville, Kentucky 
                  1960 Comet 4dr Sedan 
The car was originally sold in Canton Ohio by a 
dealership named Morris Lincoln Mercury on July 11 
1960. The sticker price $2,362.20. A gentleman in 
Miami bought it about 5 years ago and moved it there. 
Then about 2 years ago a gentleman bought it off of E- 
bay and took it to Jacksonville Florida. I bought it in 
February this year as a Valentines Day gift for my wife. 
I then brought home here to Kentucky about the middle 
of March. We have been looking at cars on and off for a 
while. She liked Falcons and Fairlanes really well. Then 
we saw pictures of Comets on a Goggle search and she 
loved the style of the Comets over the Falcons and 
Fairlanes. It has a little over 56,000 original miles which 
is documented. I feel everything is original such as paint 
and upholstery. Since I have owned it I did put new 
carpet because the carpet that came with it was an 
indoor-outdoor orange. I also put tires and lets not forget 
the fuzzy dice. 

Sweet car Marc. I hope weôll see it in person at a show soon. ed 

Mike Davis of Royal Oak, MI 
I was a Public Relations Representative at 
Lincoln-Mercury from mid-1962 to late 1965. 
Before that, I was a reporter for the Miami 
Daily News and an assistant editor of Business 
Week magazine, witnessing introduction of 
the first Comet on March 17, 1960, the 
industry's first "luxury compact" as it was 
called in those days. 
My Comet is light blue with wsw tires, white 
top and blue interior, 289-4V with three-speed 
automatic. No power anything other than the 
top. Odometer shows 25,000 but I have no 
idea what number should be in front of the 25. 
Somebody put a lot of money and effort into 
an earlier restoration, not perfect but good 
enough for my purposes, which fall short of a 
meet competition car. It drives nicely and is 
stored for the winter in an old factory building 
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in another northern suburb of Detroit. I'm attaching a 
photo of me in the driver's seat in front of the Edsel Ford 
estate on the day last summer when there was a parade of 
vintage Ford vehicles around the Detroit area in 
celebration of the Model T Ford's 100th anniversary; it 
was one of only two Mercurys in the parade of some 50 
vehicles and the only FoMoCo product from the 1960s 
(the other people in the Comet are author-journalist 
Joseph Cabadas and his kids). 


